






































Va."dating X

You didn’t think we'd let you off the hook
Gy WL without validating your XHTML did you?
Exegrcise Validate the “lounge.html” file in the
“chapter7/lounge” folder, and the
“journal.html” file in the “chapter7/journal/”
folder (the one you turned into XHTML a
couple of pages ago) at the W3C. If you
see any errors, check your typing, get
them fixed, and try again.

Congratulations,
you've just written

your £irst XHTML!

You've done it: you've transitioned
your H'I'ML over to XHTML. While
vour markup doesn’t look much different,
there’s a whole new set of possibiliges
coming down the road for XIH'TML
documents. And, even better; you've
adopted a whole technology that isn’t that
much different from what vou already know. Now’s
the time you can go tell all your friends you're already
using XHTML (we won’t tell them there isn’t much of a
difference between HTML and XHTML if you don’t).

Oh, and if we haven’t said so already, XHTMT is just
as compatible with CSS [or styling, and vou’re just a few
pages from adding your first style to an XHTML page.
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moving io xhtml

XHTML sounds like a
good thing. Is it really
ready for prime time?

XHTML does seem like a good thing, and moving from HTML 4.01
Strict is almost trivial, so, why not just go for it? But, before you do, you
should know that XHTML is still a litde ahead of the curve in terms of
browser support. So, while you can use XHTML today, there are a few
issues you need to keep in mind.

Right now the biggest problem you’re going o encounter is that while
you might be using XH'TMI, some browsers are still going to treat your
pages as HTML. In most cases, this is fine, because XHTML is designed
to be backwards compatible with HTML. However, in the worst case, a
browser may display your XHTML in the dreaded quirks mode (look
back at Chapter 6 i you've forgotten about quirks mode), so you could
get some mnconsistent display of your XHTML. What to do? Well, the
best you can do right now is test vour XHTML in a variety of browsers

to make sure things are working as you expect.

If browsers are
Just going to treat

my XHTML like HTML,
then why should I bother
writing XHTML? Seems
like a waste of time

Tt really comes down to whether or not the XML benelits
of XHTML are meaningful to you. If they are, vou

can start using XHTML today — just be diligent about
validating so that in the future, when real, strict XHTMIL
browsers emerge, your pages will play well with them.
(Because XHTML browsers are strict, they won't accept
invalid XHTMIL..)

HTML has a long life ahead of it, so if’ you don’t have
a good reason (o switch, you can stick with H'TML for a
while. And, il you use HTI'ML 4.01 Strict and validate
your pages, you'll be ready to switch to XHTML at a
moment’s notice.
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html versus »imi

HTML

I’'m certainly glad to have the opportunity to
persuade you to stick with me: HITML 4.01. I'm
going to be around a long time, have no worries
there.

There’s really just not enough difference between
you and me for people to really care. I mean, 4.01
is exactly the same as XHTML 1.0.

And right now, that and a quarter won’t
even get you a cup of collee.

That’s the problem: you think everyone wants to
have applications using XHTML, or that everyone
1s creating Web sites for mobile devices. Some
people just wanna make good Web sites. Why are
you asking them to go through all this pain?
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Tonight’s talk: HTML and XHTML
ask for your support.

XHTML

HTML, face it, you're yesterday’s news. The
standards guys have already moved on. I'm
the future. Anyone with their head on straight

should be moving to XHTML.

How can you say we’re the same? You're
HTML; I'm XML.

Ah, but just wait. The number of devices that
read XHTML is increasing every day. And
there are a lot of applications out there that
are gearing up to use XHTML.

Well that’s just it — there really is no pain.

If you’re already using HTML 4.01, then
XHTML is just a hop, skip, and jump away.
All you have to do is change your DOCTYPE,
and add a couple of attributes to your <html>
element. So, what’s the big deal? Why not have
the latest and greatest with just a few minutes
work?



HTML

You're forgetting a few of the downsides. A lot

of browsers don’t handle XHTML very well. In
fact, they just see it as HTML. So you do all that
work and then you're just fooling yourself that your

XHTML is somehow different.

But what’s the point? If your XHTML is just
considered HTML by a browser, then it’s just
HTML!

This is all great, but I keep saying people just don’t
care. I'm already good enough for them. Lots of
people have no need for XML.

Okay; let’s say you're right, and XHTML is going
0 be the way of the future. Fine. But as you also
said, XHTML is just a hop, skip, and a jump away.
So. my users can just wait until XHTML gets here,
and they can hop, skip, and jump then.

[ think you mean “You can lead a horse to
water...”

moving to xhtml

XHTML

Hey, that’s a good thing. The designers of
XHTML knew that not all browsers would
support XHTML, so they made it backwards
compatible. In other words, you can move to
XHTML today, and still have it all work even
on older browsers.

Ah, but that’s changing; more and more
support for XHTML is arriving every day. So,
I say, go ahead and change over. It’s easy, and
when the new browsers and devices get here,
vou'll be ready without even trying.

You can’t envision all the ways XHTML is
going to be used in the future. XHTML is the
way, and by moving to XHTML now, you’ll be
ready.

What's that saying? “You can’t teach an old
dog a new trick?”
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making a decision between |
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HTML or XHTML? The choice is yours...

Do any of the advantages of XHTML matter to you? Are you
translating existing XML into HTML for the Web? Are you working
on pages that you need to display well on mobile devices? Are some
of the newer XHTML technologies going to be important to you in the
near future? Or, do you just want to be on the cutting edge? Well, we
have good news: you can move to XHTML today. All it will cost you
is a new DOCTY PE and some minor changes to a couple of tags.

Now, not every browser will give you credit for moving

to XHTML, but sooner or later they will have to, and,

until they do, your pages will display just fine because

the browser will treat them as HTML (although, don’t forget

the caveat we already mentioned). So, bon voyage, and enjoy your
journey to XHTML.

None of that is important to you? You’re mainly concerned with
making great Web pages? We have good news for you, too: you can
easily stick with HTML 4.01 Strict and reap all the rewards of using
the browser’s current choice of languages. And, should you ever feel
the need to upgrade to XHTML, then you can follow the three-step
program outlined in this chapter to get you there.

So, no matter what your choice is, you’ve made an excellent one,

and we wish you the best. That said, the differences between HTML
and XHTML are really minimal, so why not go ahead and move to
XHTML? We have, and in the rest of this book we’ll be using XHTML
1.0. If, for some reason, you need to stick with HTML 4.01, that’s fine.
And in fact, since they really are basically the same, you’ll have no
problems with the rest of the book. Just make sure you're using the
right DOCTYPE for whichever version you’re using.



